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was subject to the federal estate tax imposed by the Act of Congress approved 
September 8, 1916. It was also subject to the collateral inheritance tax of 
Pennsylvania. Held, that tax paid under the federal act was properly deducted 
before computing the state inheritance tax. In re Knight's Estate (1918, Pa.) 
104 Atl. 765. 

This decision adds another state to those which permit the deduction of the 
federal estate tax. The subject was discussed in (1918) 27 Yale Law Journal, 
1055, and 28 ibid. 194, where the authorities pro and con are collected. 



Workmen's Compensation — Dependents — Deserted Wife — Illegitimate 
Children. — Harry Scott deserted his wife and thereafter had four illegitimate 
children who were living with him as a family when he met his death by acci- 
dent. After the desertion, his wife committed adultery. The Compensation Act 
provided that the following should be "conclusively presumed" to be dependents : 
"(a) A wife upon a husband . . . from whom she was living apart for a 
justifiable cause or because he had deserted her"; "(b) A child . . . under 
the age of eighteen years . . . upon the parent with whom he is living." 
A separate paragraph provided that "Dependents shall mean members of the 
employee's family . . . who are wholly or partly dependent upon the earn- 
ings of the employee for support." Held, that the illegitimate children of Harry 
Scott were dependents under the act and that his deserted wife who had also 
lived in adultery was not. Scott's Case (1918, Me.) 104 Atl. 794. 

The desertion as a "wilful and unjustifiable abandonment" ended with the 
wife's adultery, and she no longer comes within the conclusive presumption of 
the act. The illegitimate children were not within the "conclusive presump- 
tion" either, but by a liberal construction they are included in the term 
"members of the employee's family." In accord is Roberts v. Whaley (1916) 
192 Mich. 133, 158 N. W. 209. 



